Epidemiology of hepatitis virus B and C.
Hepatitis B and C virus infections constitute a significant health problem in Latin America. Approximately 400,000 new cases of hepatitis B per year and 10 million people infected with hepatitis C are estimated to occur. HBV and HCV genotype distribution may reflect the different patterns of migration to the Americas: Genotype F and H of HBV correspond to the Amerindian genotype. Overall, Genotype 1 is the most prevalent HCV genotype in the Caribbean and in South and Central America. Hepatitis B and C epidemiology needs to be considered in the context of dissimilar social and economic aspects among the countries of the region. Behaviors, cultural and ethical aspects, as well as environmental and organizational processes affect directly the way these diseases are approached in their diagnosis, treatment and prevention.